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Publication Ethics and Malpractice Statement

Research integrity

We uphold the same high standards in research practice as the University of Warsaw, the
owner of the journal (www.uw.edu.pl; en.uw.edu.pl/research/european-charter-for-
researchers), and apply the rules adopted in publications of the University of Warsaw Press,
the Publisher of the journal (www.wuw.pl/Ethics-cinfo-eng-39.html).

We evaluate submitted manuscripts exclusively on the basis of their academic merit
(significance to the field of African studies, originality, study’s validity, clarity) and its
relevance to the journal’s scope, without regard to the authors’ race, gender, sexual
orientation, ethnic origin, citizenship, religious belief, political philosophy or institutional
affiliation.

The relationship of Editors to the Journal owner and the Journal publisher is based firmly on
the principle of editorial independence.

Editorial Board

The publishing program is overseen by the Editorial Board consisting of scholars from the
University of Warsaw and other academic centers from abroad. They are leading specialists in
African studies and recognized experts in the area of linguistics, literature, history, social
sciences and communication.

Contacts with members of Editorial Board are maintained according to the needs related to
the running of the journal. Chief Editor consults Editorial Board members before taking any
decision concerning changes to journal policies.

Editorial Process

Editors publish submission Guidelines detailing what is expected of authors. No fees or any
other charges are required for manuscript processing and/or publishing.

Articles submitted to the journal are initially evaluated by the Chief Editor and/or in-house
members of the Editorial Board, who may also consult relevant external members or subject
specialists. If the submission is suitable for consideration within the journal’s area of interest,
the article undergoes double-blind Peer Review Process. The editorial works are conducted in
the cooperation with the Authors and under the supervision of the Chief Editor.

Member of the Editorial Board may be asked to review the article or to suggest another
competent reviewer.

The Editor and editorial staff must not disclose any information about a submitted manuscript
to anyone other than the corresponding author, reviewers, potential reviewers, other editorial
advisers, and the publisher, as appropriate.

Peer-reviewing process assists the Editor and the Editorial Board in making editorial
decisions and may also serve the author in improving the paper.

Each manuscript is evaluated by at least two independent referees (including at least one
external).

Reviewers should indicate possible conflict of interest in preparing their opinion about the
article.

The referee report ought to be written on journal review form and conclude with a clear
statement whether the manuscript should be accepted for publication or rejected.
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Authors and Author’s responsibilities

Authors submit only original works, not published or submitted for publication elsewhere.
Their topics should be related to the thematic framework of the Studies in African Languages
and Cultures as indicated under Focus and Scope.

Authors are obliged to participate in peer review process and provide retractions or
corrections when needed. The Editorial staff provides guidelines for correcting articles if
necessary.

All Authors who have contributed significantly for the paper should be indicated. We support
initiatives that enable transparency in authorship and contributorship. We may ask the co-
Authors to specify the part (%) of their contribution to the article. We encourage Authors to
list anyone who does not meet the criteria for authorship in an Acknowledgments section in
their publication.

All Authors should include a statement disclosing any financial or other substantive conflicts
of interest that may be construed to influence the results or interpretation of their manuscript.
All sources of financial support for the project should be disclosed.

We conduct a plagiarism control for new articles and we reserve the right to check all
submissions through appropriate plagiarism checking tools. Submissions containing suspected
plagiarism, in whole or part, will be rejected.

Duplicate or redundant publication should be clearly stated and supported with justification
for the overlap. The decision about the relevance is taken by Chief Editor.

The Author’s work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 described in
Copyright Notice.

Publication ethics

Individual articles are freely available to the readers on the journal website.

The Publisher and the Editor shall take reasonable steps to identify and prevent the
publication of papers where research misconduct has occurred.

We are ready to publish corrections, clarifications, retractions and apologies when needed.

All issues of the Journal are archived on the current website which is stored on the servers of
the University of Warsaw and will be always accessible for free in academic resources.
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